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You can't

Ignore

the green

agenda

any more

By Michael Ribbeck
Business Editor
m.ribbeck @bepp. co. uk

USINESSES in the region must
adapt to the green agenda or

risk extinction, says one of the

couniry’s leading environ-
mental campaigners.

Jonathon Porritt, who lives in the Cotawolds,
will deliver the warning in Cheltenham later
thiz menth at a conference aimed at the busi-
NESS cOMmMmumity

And the seasoned campaigner belioves that
simall and medium-sized businesses no longer
have the lusury of ignoring the green agenda,

He =said: “It is no longer a case of whether
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denial but they
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Leading campaigner Jonathon

Porritt tells West firms they
have to adapt to a new reality

companies should adopt a sustainable ap-
proach but more a case of the best way to go
aboul doing it 7
“For better or worse the Governmeni has
=aid it 15 going to intervene and within the next.
two years there will be legislation in place.
“Any company which has an enerey bill of
over £500,000 iz going to have to conform to &
Government standard. Companies can no
longer afford o ignore what is going on - but
the majority have already woken up fo that.”
M Porritt has been campaigning on en-

n Porritt: st emrirnnmtall says having a sustainable policy can mean merely following gun:l'nagemem practice

vironmental issues for more than three decades
but he believes that over the last two years the
meszage hias finally staried to get across.

Dramatic events such as last summer's flood-
ing have helped to hammer home the fact that
climate change can no longer be iznored.

Mr Porritt said: “For most businesses having
a sustainable policy means just following pood
management practices. There is no mystery to
baving a nentral carbon footprint all il
involves is sound management practices.

“On the whole companies aré no longer in

denial; they just need help and support. The

faet is there 15 also a demand from consiimers,
It 1= now important for people to deal with
companies who have green policies.”

Having achieved a 50 per cent cut in emis-
sions in the last vear, office services company
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The Commercial Groupis & shining example of
what can be achieved with alittle 5
Simone Mann, co-founder and director of the
Cheltenham  company said: “We made the
decision to becmne carbon neniral and our

-staff were happy to come along with us.

“There are lots of simple things comp
can look at such as how they zet vid o their
waste, even straichtforward things such. as
plastic drinking cups. Once you start looking
around there are lots of savings to be made,
“But the process makes people feel morn
involved and more a part of the arganisation.
As an employer we want to be taking on people
who are awake ta the issues.”
® The event is at Cheltenham Racecourse on
Wednesday, April 23 Details &t wwwesre
daycoul or email esrday@commercial.co.uk




